Over 4 Million
Readers
Nationwide

November 9, 2021

November 9, 2021
Volume 10 • Issue #08
Serving Northeast South Dakota & West Central Minnesota • Advertising Information 605-924-1514 • Lynette@LakeAreaTidbits.com

Laugh-A-Bit with Tidbits
Q: Why did Doc get such a good selling price on the Delorean?
A: It was only driven from time to time!
Guy walks into my parts store. Says "I need a gas cap for a DeLorean."
I said, okay, sounds like a fair trade.
QL What's worse than raining cats and dogs?
A: Hailing taxis!
TIDBITS® TAKES A DRIVE WITH

The Delorean
Free Fun Take One

by Kathy Wolfe

You may be familiar with the DeLorean from seeing the timetraveling version in the 1985 blockbuster “Back to the Future.”
But how much do you know about this stainless steel vehicle?
This week, Tidbits takes you for a drive through the facts.
• John DeLorean was an outstanding student, both at a specialty
honors technical high school and at the Lawrence Institute of
Technology. After a three-year interruption in his studies to serve
in the U.S. Army during World War II, he returned to finish his
industrial engineering degree. A master’s degree from the Chrysler
Institute in Automotive Engineering was next, after which he joined
the Chrysler engineering team. But after less than a year, he moved
on to the Packard Motor Company in 1953. In 1956, DeLorean’s
career took a dramatic upturn when he joined General Motors’
Pontiac division, where he was responsible for bringing us the GTO,
Firebird, and Grand Prix. At age 40, he became the head of Pontiac,
the youngest GM division head in history. Another promotion
followed in 1969 to head up the entire Chevrolet division, with
an annual salary and bonuses of $600,000 (about $4.25 million in
today’s dollars).
• DeLorean seemed to have the Midas touch, and his success
soared. He became part owner of the San Diego Chargers and the
continued on page 2
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New York Yankees. With Chevrolet experiencing record sales,
DeLorean was on track to become president of General Motors.
However, in 1973, he left GM to pursue his dream of his own
company.
• DeLorean began seeking investors for the business, and
celebrities like Johnny Carson, Sammy Davis, Jr., and country
singer Roy Clark. Then came the breakthrough in funding from
the British government, who pledged about $120 million if
DeLorean would build the factory in Northern Ireland.
• Dunmurray, a suburb of Belfast, was chosen as the site of
the plant, to revive the war-torn area, where about 50% of men
were out of work. Ground was broken in a peat bog in October,
1978. Critics claimed it wouldn’t be completed and operating
for at least five years, yet in 16 months, it was ready, and was
producing cars within two years of the start of construction, with

THE GARDEN BUG IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY SUNSET GARDENS

the first DeLorean rolling off the assembly line in January, 1981.
The company’s goal was to produce 20,000 cars annually.
• Although it was John DeLorean’s brainchild, the car’s
shape was devised by auto designer Giorgetto Gingiano, the
same genius behind some models of BMW, Lorus, Maserati,
Lexus, and Ferrari. The futuristic gullwing doors were John
DeLorean’s idea, but it was Guigiaro who put the vision into
reality. It was DeLorean’s intention for his rear-engined vehicle
to compete with the Lamborghini, Ferrari, and Porsche.
• There was no paint or clear coat on the original DMC12 because it was made from stainless steel. To be precise,
it was SS304, the most widely-used stainless available, the
same material used to manufactured beer kegs, restaurant
kitchen counters, sinks, hollowware and saucepans. This
grade of stainless steel has excellent corrosion resistance and
formability.
• The door’s torsion bars, which facilitated the lifting and
lowering of the doors, were developed by Grumman Aerospace,
the same company that made the Apollo Lunar Module and the
F-14.
• The car’s engine was a 2.7-liter V6, developed by a group
consisting of Peugeot, Renault, and Volvo. The DeLorean was
officially known as the DMC-12, for the DeLorean Motor
Company. The “12” represented what was supposed to be the
price -- $12,000 – but by the time it hit the dealers, its suggested
retail price had been upped to $25,000.
• Right from the start, there were problems with the vehicle.
With a heavy stainless steel body and a small engine, it was just
plain slow! The speedometer topped out at just 85 mph (136.8
km/hr).The engine ventilation system experienced failure,
which produced overheating. The electrical system frequently
failed, and batteries died prematurely. The celebrated gullwing
doors presented a major safety issue, since if the car were to
roll onto the roof in an accident, the occupants had no way to
get out. The doors also were known to leak. Reviews were
lukewarm at best.
• Within a year, DeLorean was clearly in financial trouble.
The company had failed to recover the $175 million investment
costs. The final DMC-12 was produced on Christmas Eve,
1982, the last of about 9,000 produced. Nearly half of the cars
produced were still unsold. A restructuring deal was put in place,
requiring John DeLorean to come up with $27 million cash to
keep the company alive. In a desperate attempt to save DMC,
he agreed to smuggle 59 lbs. (27 kg) of cocaine, worth about
$24 million. DeLorean was approached by an FBI informant
and the sting operation was captured on video.
• In October, 1982, the U.S. government charged DeLorean
with cocaine trafficking. He successfully evaded the charges
by arguing that the FBI had “unfairly targeted and illegally
entrapped” him by allowing the FBI informant to solicit
DeLorean because he was known to be in financial ruins.
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Although he was acquitted, by then it was too late for the
factory to re-open.
• So what happened to all of the unsold cars at the
factory? When the company went under, one of the investors,
Consolidated Stores Corporation, bought the cars and sold them
itself. Today, that company is better known as Big Lots.
• By the time “Back to the Future” was in production in 1985,
the DeLorean was already a collector’s item. Six cars were used
in the filming, plus an additional replica made of fiberglass for
the flying car scenes. Three out of the six are still in existence,
two at Universal Theme parks, and one privately-owned.
• “Back to the Future” almost didn’t have a flying DeLorean.
The original concept called for a time-traveling refrigerator!
• In 2000, John DeLorean was in the midst of personal
bankruptcy proceedings and was selling off his assets, including
his 434-acre New Jersey estate, Lamington Farms. It was
purchased by none other than Donald Trump, who paid $35
million and converted the property into a world-class U.S.-Open
quality golf course. Trump did keep some of the property’s
structures as summer cottages for his family.
• Brand-new DeLoreans are still available! When DMC
folded, a Texas company snapped up all the excess parts and
drawings. The DeLorean Motor Company of Texas offers
a DMC-12 made in Texas from original parts for about
$65,000.

WILMOT, SD
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Reader Contest: "GONE HUNTING"
Angel's
Attic

Watertown
Mall

PAGE'S
PLACE
Cafe &
Grill

FIND THE THREE (3) GEESE (pictured to the
right) in advertisements in this issue and
enter to win a $25 Gift Certificate for Page's
Place Cafe & Grill in Watertown, SD and a
$25 Gift Certificate for Angel's Attic Thrift
Store in Watertown, SD.

This is exactly what you are
looking for, only
smaller...

... like
this
one

EACH WINNER RECEIVES A FREE "THE WORKS" CARWASH FROM DUTCH BOY CAR WASH in WATERTOWN,SD
ENTRY DEADLINE FOR November 9, 2021, Volume 10, Issue #08 IS THURSDAY, NOV 18, 2021, 4PM

DEADLINE FOR Nov 2, 2021, Volume 10, Issue #07
is Thursday, NOV 11, 2021 - 4 PM, SEARCHING FOR: (3) PHEASANTS
$25 Gift Certificate for High Mountain Supper Club in Altamont, SD and a $25 Gift Certificate for Community Corner Thrift Store in Watertown, SD.

WINNER for OCT 26, 2021, Volume 10 Issue #06:
Lynn Nielsen, Wilmot, SD
SEARCHING FOR: (3) HUNTERS
PRIZE $25 Gift Certificate for The Bullpen Steakhouse &

Spirits in Lake Norden, SD and a FREE 25 Minute
Reiki Session from The Everything Zen in Watertown, SD.

The
Bullpen
Everything Steakhouse
Zen
Lake

Watertown, SD
Norden
Locations for OCT 26, 2021 (v10 #06)
#1: Watertown VFW Fall Craft Show, page 3
#2: Spuds & Suds, Corona, SD, page 6
#3: The Bullpen Steakhouse & Lounge, Lake Norden, SD, page 8

HIGH
MOUNTAIN
SUPPER
CLUB
ALTAMONT, SD

Community
Corner
Thrift
Store

Enter Only Once Per Contest

HOW TO ENTER:

RECORD THE 3 LOCATIONS AND SEND VIA...
MAIL: Reader Contest (Vol & Issue#)
P.O. Box 313, Big Stone City, SD 57216
WEB: www.LakeAreaTidbits.com
Click On Reader Contest
EMAIL: Sean@LakeAreaTidbits.com
ENTRY DROPOFF: 100 South Maple St.,
Ste. 106, Watertown, SD 57201
BY APPOINTMENT

PRIZES ARE MAILED WITHIN 2-3 WEEKS
OF WINNING. NO SUBSTITUTIONS.

• Most NASCAR teams use nitrogen
• Until 2018, there were only two English words ending in “gry” used “Bel,” a unit named in honor of Alexander Graham Bell for his
in their tires instead of air. This allows -- hungry and angry. Then the Oxford English Dictionary added a third contribution to acoustics.
the tire to have a much more consistent -- “hangry” (an irritable state induced by lack of food).
• “Backpfeifengesicht” is a German term for a face that badly
rate of expansion and contraction to
• A decibel is not its own unit, but actually 1/10th of the seldom needs a punch.
© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
heat and cold.
• North Koreans must have one of
by Samantha Weaver
28 state-approved haircuts.
• There’s alcohol in space! In 2006, astronomers discovered a
cloud of alcohol in part of the Milky Way where stars are forming
from gas and dust.
• In Albania, some women make an oath to become “sworn virgins”
in order to live life as a man, with the rights and privileges of a man.
For the rest of their lives, they are never again addressed as female.
• Over 2,500 left-handed people a year are killed by using equipment
made for right-handed people. The deadliest item? The right-handed
power saw.
• A traffic jam in Beijing lasted more than nine days.
• If you yelled for eight years, seven months and six days, you would
produce enough sound energy to heat one cup of coffee.
• A man with severe OCD and a phobia of germs attempted to
commit suicide with a gun to his head. Instead of killing him, the bullet
eliminated his mental illness without any other damage.
• In 2003, there were 86 days of below-freezing weather in Hell,
Michigan.

ddr Books

7 South Maple Street,
Watertown, SD.
Stop In And
See Us Today!

Blessings Big and
Small Christian store in
the Watertown mall is
seeking a part-time Sales
Counselor! Work one day
each week, more or less
in a rewarding Christian
environment! Call 605 878
2323 or apply in store.

HELP
WANTED

ALL
POSITIONS
Experience preferred,
must be 18 years or older.

High Mountain Supper Club
Altamont, SD

STOP IN TO APPLY
605-874-2620

HELP
WANTED

Looking for some extra
CASH? Stop in & talk to
Shera, at Shera's Pop A
Top in Goodwin, SD or
give her a call today and
make an appointment at

(605) 237-6117

FOR RENT: Browns Valley
- Valley Vista. 1 bedroom
Apt. Heat/Water/Trash.
Rent based on income.
Equal Housing Opportunity. (320) 500-0946 or
(270)-354-6446
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Whether You Are Hunting for Game, Hunting for
the Next Great Bargain or Hunting for that Next
Great Meal... you will find it here in Tidbits!

Turn in Poachers (TIPs)
South Dakota's Turn In Poachers (TIPs) program
is a private, non-profit organization run by Wildlife
Protection Incorporated. The program began in 1984
with the help of concerned sportsmen across the
state when it was discovered that two large bull elk
in the Black Hills had been killed and left to waste
in the field. Within one year, the program generated
significant public interest and it was so successful
that it was implemented statewide.
The program is funded through donations from

the big game license application check-off, private
individual/group donations and through court ordered
restitution.
Rewards are paid in cash once an arrest is made
and informants can protect their identity and remain
anonymous. Informants are eligible for rewards of up
to $500 if an arrest is made. Higher rewards may be
paid in extreme cases.
All it takes is one call, 1.888.OVERBAG (683.7224)
to make a difference.
You can also report an anonymous tip online.
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Biscuit
Box

The English spoken in England can sometimes confuse an
American because the same word can mean different things in the
two countries. Almost every tourist learns that in England a “lift”
is an elevator. But who has been warned that an English “biscuit”
is what an American calls a “cookie,” and that an American biscuit, also called “shortbread,” is a British scone?
Several English silver-plated biscuit
boxes were sold at a Neal auction recently along with labeled rectangular
wooden boxes and covers, and decorated tin boxes filled with loose cookies (biscuits) for the store. One of the
silver boxes was made by James Dixon
& Sons, a well-known Sheffield manuThis silver-plated serving facturer that worked from 1804 to 1992.
piece is called a box, but it It is almost 11 inches high. Each of
doesn’t look like one. It held the shell-shaped bowls had a hinged,
English biscuits. Price, includpierced flap that kept the heat and the
ing buyer’s premium, $256
biscuits in place when the sides were
opened and became flat bowls to serve the cookies. The flaps are
often missing when the biscuit box is sold.
•••
Q: How can I clean the marble top on an antique chest? The
chest is probably over 100 years old. There are some stains on the
marble that look like some kind of liquid spilled on it.
A: The easy way is to buy a commercial marble stain remover.
You can also try a home remedy. Wash the marble top with dishwashing liquid and hot water, rinse well and dry thoroughly. Use a
soft cloth or a bristle brush if needed. Then you can try one of the
many do-it-yourself methods.
Different solutions clean different types of stains. If the marble
is a light color, try a mixture of several tablespoons of 6% hydrogen peroxide and a tablespoon of baking soda. Mix into a thick
paste, the consistency of peanut butter. Spread it in a 1/4-inchthick layer on the stain. Cover with plastic wrap, tape the edges
and let it dry for 24 hours. Use a plastic (not metal) spatula or
a damp sponge to remove the
paste, rinse and buff dry. Repeat
the process if necessary. Recipes
for the mixture use 6% to 12%
hydrogen peroxide. Some add a
little ammonia and more baking
soda. There are many mixtures
mentioned online. Good luck.
Some stains can’t be removed.
•••
CURRENT PRICES
Textile, apron, Odd Fellows,
cotton, All-Seeing Eye, classical female figures, leaves, green
grosgrain ribbon, 1800s, 17 x
16 inches, $60.
Sewing machine, B. Eldredge
Automatic, black, flower decoration, stamped needle plate, plaque
on base, National Sewing Machine Co., 9 x 14 inches, $105.
Toy, train set, Twin Train, tin
lithograph, track base with city
graphics, hills, two windup trains,
signal device, Technofix, Bim
Bam on box, 24 inches, $240.
Cast iron, cigar cutter, round,
tab handle, embossed dish base,
marked, James G. Blaine, Brunhoff Mfg. Co., Cincinnati, 5 x 6
1/4 inches, $355.
•••
From comics and posters to pottery
and glass, learn about the record-setting
prices scores of items have brought in recent years in the new “Kovels’ Antiques
& Collectibles Price Guide 2022.”
© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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WONDERFUL WORDS:

MONTHS OF THE YEAR

answers on page 7

Farmers Market
Tuesday's from 4-7
South of the Courthouse.

www.MilbankSD.com

The ancient Romans are responsible for the names of the
months of the year. This week, Tidibts does a quick run
through the year to discover their origins.
• Even though the early Roman calendar had 12 months, just
10 of them had names. This was due to winter being considering
a “dead time” when the government and military weren’t active,
a sabbatical of sorts for reflection and purification.
• The Romans considered March the first month of the year,
and named it for Mars, their god of war, since the military
resumed their crusades at that time after their two-month hiatus,
months that later were named January and February.
• The Latin term meaning “to open” -- “aperio” -- was given
to the month of April, symbolic of springtime when flowering
buds begin to open.
• The Roman goddess Maia was their earth goddess who
watched over the growth of plants, giving us the name for May.
In addition, this was the time the nation honored their elders,
called “maiores” in Latin.
• Juno, the Roman goddess of marriage and welfare of
women, was the inspiration for the name of June.
• July was the fifth month in the lunar calendar, named as such
to honor the Roman dictator, Julius Caesar. Prior to Caesar’s death,
the month was known as Quintilis, from the Latin for “fifth.”
• Augustus Caesar, the first Roman emperor, and grandnephew of Julius Caesar, was the source of the name of August.
The Latin word “augustus” translates “noble and majestic.” The
month was previously called Sextilis, translated from Latin for
“sixth.”
• With March as the first month of their lunar calendar, the
Romans named the seventh month after their word for seven –
“septem” – giving us the name of what is now our ninth month.
The same principal applied to their eighth month, October.
The Latin word for eight, “octo,” gave us not only the name of
the month, but other words connected to the number, such as
octopus, octagon, and octet.
• Latin’s root word “novem” translates “nine,” giving us the
name of what was then the ninth month.
• The Latin word “decem” lends its name to the Roman’s
tenth month, as well as other words, such as decathlon, (an
athletic event with 10 track and field events), decade (a period

of 10 years), and decimal (any number using a base of 10).
• When the lunar calendar (which only named 10 months)
was changed to the solar calendar, the method of measuring
the months was based on the time it takes the Earth to revolve
around the Sun. January and February then became the first two
months of the year. January was named for the Roman god
Janus, who was the protector of gates and doorways. This god
was also the god of new beginnings, and is symbolized with
two faces, one looking into the past, the other looking into the
first steps of the journey of a new year.
• The Romans gave the second month the name Februarius,
after their festival of purification and atonement, Februalia.
Citizens made offerings and sacrifices to the gods of the dead
for an entire month.

THE BERLIN WALL

November 9 is Berlin Wall Day, a time set aside to
commemorate the fall of this historic structure, triggering the
fall of communism in eastern and central Europe.
• At the end of World War II, the Potsdam Agreement divided
Germany among the Allied Forces – the United Kingdom, the
U.S., and the Soviet Union. The eastern part of the country
went to the Soviet Union, becoming the German Democratic
Republic, a dictatorship, while the western part went to the
U.K. and the U.S., becoming the Federal Republic of Germany,
a democracy.
• With the reallocation, the city of Berlin was located
completely with the Soviet zone, and West Berlin became an
island of freedom in the midst of communist East Germany.

answers on page 7

continued on page 7
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continued from page 6

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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1. FOOD & DRINK: How many different flavors are in a Dr. Pepper soda?
2. AD SLOGANS: Which product
was advertised as “the quicker picker
upper”?
3. U.S. STATES: What is the capital
of Washington state?
4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a
group of hummingbirds called?
5. MUSIC: What was Madonna’s
first Top 10 hit?
6. MOVIES: Which blockbuster
movie had this final line, “Roads?
Where we’re going, we don’t need
roads!”?
7. TELEVISION: What was the
name of the pet pig on “Green Acres”?
8. GEOGRAPHY: Which European
country is known as Osterreich in its
native tongue?
9. MEASUREMENTS: How many
tablespoons are in 1 fluid ounce?
10. ASTRONOMY: Which planet in
our solar system is known as both the
Morning and
Evening Star?
TRIVIA
TEST
Answers
1. 23
2. Bounty paper towels
3. Olympia
4. A charm
5. “Holiday”
6. “Back to the Future,” Dr. Emmett
Brown
7. Arnold
8. Austria
9. Two
10. Venus

1. FOOD & DRINK: How
many different flavors are in
a Dr. Pepper soda?
2. AD SLOGANS: Which
product was advertised as “the
quicker picker upper”?
3. U.S. STATES: What is the
capital of Washington state?
4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of hummingbirds
called?
5. MUSIC: What was Madonna’s first Top 10 hit?
6. MOVIES: Which blockbuster movie had this final line, “Roads?
Where we’re going, we don’t need roads!”?
7. TELEVISION: What was the name of the pet pig on “Green
Acres”?
8. GEOGRAPHY: Which European country is known as Osterreich
in its native tongue?
9. MEASUREMENTS: How many tablespoons are in 1 fluid
ounce?
10. ASTRONOMY: Which planet in our solar system is known as
both the Morning and Evening Star?
answers on page 7

Brought to you courtesy of Blessings Big & Small

answers on
page 7

• Many people chipped off pieces of the Wall as souvenirs in
the followings weeks. They became known as “Mauerspechte,”
or “wallpeckers.”
• Upwards of 40,000 sections of the wall were recycled into
building materials for reconstruction projects. Several hundred
sections were put on the auction block and can be found around
the world in various locations, including the gardens at the
Vatican. An unusual home for one section is in the men’s room
of a Las Vegas casino.

King Features Weekly Service

Prior to the wall’s construction, residents could cross back and
forth between East and West without restriction, whether to
work or shop or attend functions, walking, driving, or riding
the trains and subway.
• Between 1949 and 1961, more than 2 million East Germans
escaped to the West. In the summer of 1961, nearly 1,000 people
were defecting every day. Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev gave
the order to build the wall.
• On the night of August 12, 1961, with no warning, the
Berlin Wall was abruptly constructed of barbed wire and
concrete blocks. Berliners awoke to a 27-mile (43.4 km) barrier
separating the city into east and west. Before long, the Wall
expanded to 96.3 miles, (155 km), 11 to 15 feet (3.3 to 4.57
m) in the air.
• Within the city, there were actually two walls, each bordering
its section of the city. Between the walls was a 160-foot (48.7
m) “death strip,” a no man’s land where guards were allowed
to shoot anyone trying to escape. Guard dogs, floodlights, and
trip-wire machine guns lined the strip. Along the entire length
of the wall, there were 302 watchtowers, 55,000 land mines,
and more than 3,000 guard dogs.
• The Communists called it the “Antifascistischer Schutzwall,”
or “antifascist bulwark,” and claimed its purpose was to keep
what they deemed Western fascists from entering East Germany
and undermining the socialist state. But in reality, its primary
purpose was to keep East Germans from defecting to the West.
• In 1987, President Ronald Reagan gave his famous speech
at Berlin’s Brandenburg Gate, urging Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev to “tear down this wall.”
• During the Wall’s 28-year existence, more than 5,000 East
Germans were able to cross the border to freedom. Some jumped
out of windows that bordered the Wall, while others flew out in
hot air balloons or crawled through the sewers or tunnels. More
than 170 were killed during an escape attempt, and another 5,000
captured.
• East German officials didn’t plan for the wall to come
down beginning the night of November 9, 1989. They were
announcing that restrictions on travel visas would be lifted, but
a local politician misread his notes, instead announcing that
“immediately, without delay,” East Germans would be allowed to
cross into West Berlin rather than merely applying for the lengthy
process of obtaining a travel visa. With crowds numbering in the
hundreds of thousands surging to the border, the overwhelmed
guards opened the barrier. Within days, cranes and bulldozers
were at work pulling down section after section.
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• Three ways to use an empty tissue box:
1) Store plastic grocery bags inside; 2) line after each use.” -- H.P. in Washington
with a small plastic trash bag and use in Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.
© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
your car as a travel trash can; 3) cut out
the bottom and use it to disguise an extra
toilet tissue roll in your guest bath!
• Love oranges? Save the peels to add to your potpourri mix.
Remove as much of the pith as possible and cut into strips. Air
dry in bright light for about a week. Or you can set the strips
on parchment and dry in a partially closed oven set to 175 F
for about 45 minutes. Check often.
• “To separate yolks from egg whites, simply crack eggs into
a shallow bowl and ‘suck’ the yolk out using an empty plastic
water bottle. Squeeze the bottle slightly, then position the mouth
of the bottle at the yolk and let go. It will magically slide up into
the bottle, leaving the whites behind!” -- T.T. in New York
• “When the last serving of jam has been used, I will happily
add some oil and vinegar to the jar, along with a few choice
spices, then shake. It’s an instant vinaigrette, with a fruity tang.”
-- C.L. in Tennessee
• Keep your jeans or other denim items from fading by soaking
them in a solution of cold water and salt (2 tablespoons to a
gallon) for about an hour before washing.
• “To clean a can opener, get it wet and run a folded paper
towel through it while turning the handle. Works best if done
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History of Veterans Day
World War I – known at the time as “The
Great War” - officially ended when the
Treaty of Versailles was signed on June
28, 1919, in the Palace of Versailles outside the town of Versailles, France. However, fighting ceased seven months earlier
when an armistice, or temporary cessation of hostilities, between the Allied nations and Germany went into effect on the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the
eleventh month. For that reason, November 11, 1918, is generally regarded as the
end of “the war to end all wars.”
In November 1919, President Wilson
proclaimed November 11 as the first
commemoration of Armistice Day with
the following words: "To us in America,
the reflections of Armistice Day will be
filled with solemn pride in the heroism of
those who died in the country’s service
and with gratitude for the victory, both
because of the thing from which it has
freed us and because of the opportunity it
has given America to show her sympathy
with peace and justice in the councils of
the nations…"
The original concept for the celebration
was for a day observed with parades and
public meetings and a brief suspension of
business beginning at 11:00 a.m.
The United States Congress officially
recognized the end of World War I when
it passed a concurrent resolution on June
4, 1926,.
An Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U. S. Code,
Sec. 87a) approved May 13, 1938, made
the 11th of November in each year a le-

gal holiday—a day to be dedicated to the
cause of world peace and to be thereafter
celebrated and known as "Armistice Day."
Armistice Day was primarily a day set
aside to honor veterans of World War I, but
in 1954, after World War II had required
the greatest mobilization of soldiers, sailors, Marines and airmen in the Nation’s
history; after American forces had fought
aggression in Korea, the 83rd Congress, at
the urging of the veterans service organizations, amended the Act of 1938 by striking
out the word "Armistice" and inserting in
its place the word "Veterans." With the approval of this legislation (Public Law 380)
on June 1, 1954, November 11th became
a day to honor American veterans of all
wars.
Later that same year, on October 8th,
President Dwight D. Eisenhower issued the
first "Veterans Day Proclamation" which
stated: "In order to insure proper and widespread observance of this anniversary, all
veterans, all veterans' organizations, and
the entire citizenry will wish to join hands
in the common purpose. Toward this end, I
am designating the Administrator of Veterans' Affairs as Chairman of a Veterans Day
National Committee, which shall include
such other persons as the Chairman may
select, and which will coordinate at the
national level necessary planning for the
observance. I am also requesting the heads
of all departments and agencies of the Executive branch of the Government to assist
the National Committee in every way possible."

Read more at: www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/vetdayhistory.asp
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