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Laugh-A-Bit with Tidbits 

by Janet Spencer

Come along with Tidbits as we consider the French 
connection to the English language!

THE FRENCH CONNECTION
•  The word “norman” means “north man” in the Norse language. 

Vikings settled the coast of what is now France and intermingled with 
other Europeans living in the area. This ethnic group became known 
as the Normans, settling a region now known as Normandy. 

•  In the year 1066, the Normans invaded England in the Norman 
Conquest. Afterwards, England was ruled by the Normans who 
spoke Anglo-Norman French, causing French words to infiltrate 
the English language. French words have continued to make their 
way into the English language. Here are some examples.

EN FRANCAIS
•  The French word “camouflet” means “a puff of smoke” 

and the phrase “se camouflet” means “to shroud oneself in 
smoke.” On busy streets, pickpockets would employ the help of 
a beautiful accomplice called a “camouflette” who would engage 
an intended victim by blowing cigarette smoke in his face, which 
was considered a come-on. While the mark was distracted, the 
pickpocket would move in. Today we employ “camouflage” to 
hide what we are doing.

•  In France, “avant garde” means literally “front guard” and 
refers to the advance party riding in front of an army on the move. 
The rear guard would be riding behind the army to be sure no one 
was coming up from behind. Eventually “avant garde” came to 
mean anyone or anything who is leading the way in social reform 
or innovative change.  

•  The French “cadet” meaning “junior chief” originally referred 

TIDBITS® SPEAKS

FRENCH

Q: Why do French people eat snails? 
A: Because they don't like fast food! 
Q: Why did the schoolboy swallow his coins?
A: He was told it was lunch money! 
Jill: Do you have holes in your socks? 
Jack: NO! Of course not!
Jill: Then how do you get your feet in?
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answers on page 7

Big Stone City BOOKENDS
CANCER TEAM

CARDS-for-CAUSE is a set of thirty greeting 
cards in a box that can be ordered. The team will 
earn money towards helping cancer patients 
in our local area. For details, email jrenaek@
hotmail.com or call 320.815.7019.

to the youngest son of any noble family, who could take his 
chances in the army because he was so far down in the line of 
succession that he could afford to die in the war. In England, 
the word “cadet” was applied to soldiers without rich and 
influential parents who entered at a low level and worked 
their way up.  Officers would often call them “caddies.” When 
officers took up the game of golf, these caddies would come 
along to do the hauling. Later, upper classmen in English 
boarding schools  called the lower classmen “cads.” 

•  In French, “funkier” means “to give off smoke” and the 
word “funk” came to mean any pall of smoke or cloud of 
offensive smell. During World War I, a “funk hole” was a 
recess dug into the wall of a trench to escape from gas attacks. 
Today, being “in a funk” denotes being under the cloud of a 
bad mood, while something that was “funky” was originally 
something found in a smoky bar. 

•  The word “petarde” means a loud series of farts. In the 
1500s, the word was applied to primitive bombs used to blow 
open holes in walls or gates. They were notoriously sensitive 
and tended to blow unexpectedly,  often throwing the bomber 

high into the air. This led to the phrase “hoisted by his own 
petard” meaning someone doomed by his own efforts.  The 
phrase was first used in Shakespeare’s play “Hamlet.”

•  Hors d’œuvre: “apart from the work” meaning “outside 
of the main course.”

•  The French “numpire” means a “non-peer” indicating a 
person who is impartial.  That morphed into “an umpire.” 

•  The phrase “carte blanche” means “white cards” denoting 
a situation where someone can impose whatever conditions 
they choose. During war time, a senior officer would sign the 
bottom of a report before the report was written, giving the 
blank paper, or “carte blanch,” to a junior officer, so he could 
fill in whatever details he wanted. 

•  The phrase “avant pied” means “above the foot” referring 
the top part of a shoe or boot. Cobblers often repaired or 
replaced this part of the footware. The phrase was abbreviated 
when it entered the English language as “vamp.” Because most 
cobblers focused on refurbishing old boots instead of creating 
new shoes, to “revamp” came to mean improving something 
that was run-down. In music, to “vamp” meant to jazz up an 
old tune with new embellishments, and slinky women dancing 
seductively to such music were “vamping it up.” 

•  Baron Dominique Jean Larrey was Napoleon’s personal 
physician and also the Surgeon-in-Chief of the French army. 
He proposed to Napoleon that he be allowed to set up what 
was called “hopital ambulant” which is French for “walking 
hospital.” These were litters carried onto the battlefields by 
medics who did their best to tend the walking wounded. In 
later years, hand-held litters were replaced by horse-drawn 
wagons called “ambulants volantes” meaning “flying-
walkers.” The British adopted the system of stretcher-bearers, 
and the English word for them became “ambulance.” The 
French word “ambulant” (originally from Latin) is also the 
root of “ambulatory” and “amble.” 

•  Parachute: “protection against falling” Parasol: “protection 
against the sun”

•  The territory along the Atlantic coast of Canada changed 
hands many times over the years, switching back and forth 

from British control to French control. In Acadia in 1755, all of 
the French residents who refused to take an oath honoring the 
English were evicted from the area. Many of them re-settled 
in the French territory of Louisiana, where they were called 
“Acadians” and then “Cadians” and finally “Cajuns.” 
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Reader Contest: "GONE HUNTING"

ENTRY DEADLINE FOR December 1, 2020, Volume 9, Issue #12 IS THURSDAY, DEC 10, 2020, 4PM

WINNER for Nov. 17, 2020, Volume 9 Issue #10:
Ellen Clark, Roslyn, SD

Enter Only Once Per Contest
HOW TO ENTER:
RECORD THE 3 LOCATIONS AND SEND VIA...
MAIL: Reader Contest (Vol & Issue#)
P.O. Box 313, Big Stone City, SD 57216
WEB: www.LakeAreaTidbits.com
Click On Reader Contest
EMAIL: Sean@LakeAreaTidbits.com
ENTRY DROPOFF: 100 South Maple St., 
Ste. 106, Watertown, SD 57201
BY APPOINTMENT

SEARCHING FOR: (3) DUCKS 
PRIZE : $25 Gift Certificate for Senor Max's in 
Watertown, SD and a $25 Gift Certificate for Com-
munity Corner Thrift Store in Watertown, SD.

$25 Gift Certificate for The Bullpen Steakhouse & Lounge, Lake Norden, SD and a $25 Gift Certificate for Angel's Attic Thrift Store in Watertown, SD.

DEADLINE FOR November 24, 2020, Volume 9, Issue #11
is Thursday, DEC 3, 2020 - 4 PM, SEARCHING FOR: (3) TURKEYS

Locations for Nov. 17, 2020 (v9 #10)
#1: Mikey's Bar & Grill, New Effington, SD , page 1
#2: The Wagon Wheel Bar & Grill, Summit, SD, page 6 
#3: Page's Place Cafe & Grill, Watertown, SD, page 8

... like 
this one

FIND THE THREE (3) BOWS (pictured to 
the right) in advertisements in this issue 
and enter to win a $25 Gift Certificate for 
Peddler's Market in Watertown, SD and a 
$25 Gift Certificate for Stockman's Family 
Restaurant in Watertown, SD.

PRIZES ARE MAILED WITHIN 2-3 WEEKS 
OF WINNING. NO SUBSTITUTIONS.

EACH WINNER RECEIVES A FREE "THE WORKS" CARWASH FROM DUTCH BOY CAR WASH in WATERTOWN,SD

STOCKMAN'S 
FAMILY

RESTAURANT

Peddler's 
Market

Watertown
SD

Angel's 
Attic

Watertown
Mall

Bullpen 
Steakhouse

Lake
 Norden

SENOR 
MAX'S

Watertown
Mall

Community 
Corner
Thrift 
Store

This is exactly 
what you are 
looking for,  
only smaller..

HELP WANTED 
All positions; cook, wait-
ress, bartenders, mainte-
nance/custodian. Experi-
ence preferred, must be 

18 years or older.
High Mountain Supper Club

Altamont, SD
STOP IN TO APPLY

605-874-2620

The Bullpen 
in Lake Norden is now 

accepting applications for 
ALL shifts and positions. 
Stop by and get 

yours today.

POPEYE brought to you courtesy of ANDOR, INC, Watertown, SD

Looking for a baker 
Approximately 25 hours/

week with pay done 
on experience, some 

experience necessary. 
Apply in person at 

Stockman’s Cafe in 
Watertown! Ask for Patti

• Tigers, jaguars and leopards 
l o v e  t h e  s m e l l  o f  C a l v i n 
Klein’s “Obsession For Men”! 
Photographers who used the 
fragrance to lure the big cats to 

their cameras in the wild said the cats “would start drooling, 
their eyes would half-close, almost like they were going 
into a trance.” 

• The human body gives off enough heat in 30 minutes 
to bring a gallon of water to a boil.

• Between 1970 and 1973, four Israeli fighter pilots 
held as POWs in an Egyptian prison passed their time by 
translating J.R.R. Tolkien’s “The Hobbit” from English 
into Hebrew. The book was sent to them by their family 
members via the Red Cross. The pilots’ version was 

by Samantha Weaver

“My mother always 
used to say: The 
older you get, the 

better you get, 
unless you’re a 

banana.”
— Rose (Betty White), 

The Golden Girls

answers on page 7

HELP WANTED 
AT MELVEES 

IN CLEAR LAKE!! 
FLEXIBLE HOURS!!

APPLY IN PERSON! 

Garage or Utility Shed. Very Nice 
& All NEW! 11'x 10' by 8' tall. 6' 
tall double doors in front with a 
walk in back door. Seamless sid-
ing, tin roof with 2 sunroof win-
dows. Insulated with 2 windows, 
nice solid floor & shelving. Built 
on skids & easy to move. Asking 
$3,000 or best offer.  For more 
information call (605)881-1639.

ddr Books 
7 South Maple Street, 
Watertown, SD. Call us 
today for book mailing 
and delivery options! 
605-878-0418 

FOR RENT: Browns Valley - Valley 
Vista. 1 bedroom Apt. Heat/Water/
Trash. Rent based on income. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. (320) 
500-0946  or (270)-354-6446

published commercially in 
1977 and is still considered 
by many to be one of the 
best Hebrew translations 
available.

• Until 1953, New York 
City had a pneumatic tube 
mail network that spanned 
27 miles and connected 23 
post offices. At its peak, 
the system moved 95,000 
letters a day at speeds of 
30-35 mph.

• Halloween is more Irish 
than St. Patrick’s Day.

• Ever wonder how the 
dice game Yahtzee got its 
curious moniker? A wealthy 
Canadian couple invented 
the game as a way of 
entertaining friends on board 
their yacht. After it proved a 
hit, the couple consulted a toy maker who loved it, bought 
the rights, and changed the original name from the generic 
“Yacht game” to “Yahtzee.”

• Homer Simpson’s famous “D’oh!” is a real word in 
the Oxford English Dictionary, though in “The Simpsons” 
scripts, it’s rendered merely as an “annoyed grunt.”

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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November 19, 2020  - PIERRE, S.D. – The 
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) is 
seeking comments on a draft revision of the turkey 
management plan, which was last updated in 2016.

All individuals interested in the management 
of turkeys in South Dakota have until December 
13, 2020, to provide suggestions and comments on 
the draft plan. A final draft of the revised plan is 
scheduled to be presented to the GFP Commission in 
January for their consideration and adoption.

A draft of the plan summary and a more 
comprehensive revised turkey management plan 
can be found online at gfp.sd.gov/management-plans/ 
under “Plans Up for Revision.” 

Written comments on the plan can be sent to 523 
E. Capitol Ave., Pierre, S.D. 57501, or emailed to 
turkeyplan@state.sd.us. Comments must be received 
by December 20, 2020, and include your full name 
and city of residence. 

SDGFP Seeking 
Comments on Turkey Plan

2020 South Dakota 
Pheasant Season
Start: Oct 17, 2020
End: Jan 31, 2021

2020 Minnesota 
Pheasant Season
Start: Oct 10, 2020
End: Jan 03, 
2021
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Bargain Hunting?
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WILMOT, SD

Summit, SD
Monday, November 30 - BBB practice starts in 

Summit this week. GBB practice in Waubay this 
week.

Friday, December 4 - School is in session. 

Sunday, December 6 -10:30 am Worship at Hope 
Lutheran.  All are welcome.

answers on 
page 7

FRENCH FAST FACTS
•  Laissez-faire: “to let do” indicating someone who refrains 
from interfering with a situation
•  Raison d’etre: “reason for existence”
•  Pièce de résistance: “piece which has staying power” 
meaning the most impressive feature in any given situation
•  Bon mot: “good word” or a witty comment
•  Savoir faire: “know how” of social graces
•  Déjà vu: “already seen” denoting the weird feeling of 
reliving the same past experience
•  Potpourri: “rotten pot” referring to fragrant dried flowers 
used to mask rotten odors
•  RSVP: Short for “Répondez S’il Vous Plaît” meaning 
“Respond If You Please”
•  Maître d: short for “maître d’hôtel” meaning “master of 
hotel,” denoting the host
•  Cul de sac: “the bottom of the sack”
•  Maneuver: “to operate with the hand”
•  Panache: the plume of feathers decorating a hat or helmet, 
now meaning “dashing”

• Five ways to keep yourself from 
turning up the thermostat this winter: Put 
on a sweater; have a nice bowl of soup or 
stew; wear slippers or thick nonskid socks, 

grab a comfy blanket; snuggle up with someone special.
• “If you bathe in a tub, try rubbing on bath oil before 

getting in the tub. You will get greater coverage and more 
moisturizing power from your bath oil. And at this time of 
year, who doesn’t need that?” -- M.E. in Washington

• “Here’s a great way to use Christmas cards from last year: 
Trace a child’s hand on the back of the pictures. Cut them out 
and use them to make a wreath for the front door. Or, make 
small jigsaw puzzles for young children to play with. Any 
good, detailed artwork on a card front will do. Make squiggly 
lines in the fashion of a jigsaw puzzle, then cut out. It helps 
if the cardstock is good and thick.” -- M.M. in Utah

• “To keep light bulbs from sticking in the socket, apply 
petroleum jelly to the base of the bulb before screwing it into 
the fixture.” -- B.D. in Virginia

• Here’s an oldie but a goodie: Add a few drops of water 
to votive cups before adding a candle. The wax will float 
on the water, and when the candle burns down, it won’t get 
stuck in the votive glass.

• “Burned rice? No problem. While it’s still hot, carefully 
remove to a new pot any rice not browned or blackened. 
Then top it with a single slice of white bread. Allow it to 
sit for several minutes under a tightly fitted lid. The burned 
smell is absorbed by the bread, and the rice is fit to eat.” 
-- M.U. in Michigan
Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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WATERTOWN, SD

answers on 
page 7

1. FOOD & DRINK: What is another 
name for the vegetable known in some 
parts of the world as a courgette?

2. LANGUAGE: What does the Latin 
phrase “Ars longa, vita brevis” mean?

3. LITERATURE: Which 20th-cen-
tury novel begins with the line, “When 
he was nearly thirteen, my brother Jem 
got his arm badly broken at the elbow”?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
pudu?

5. MOVIES: Which 1983 movie fea-
tured the character of Tony Montana?

6. TELEVISION: What was the 
name of the vacuum cleaner on the 
children’s series “Teletubbies”?

7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What color is carmine?

8. SCIENCE: What was the first 
mammal to be cloned successfully 
from an adult cell?

9. FIRSTS: Who was the first Afri-
can American man elected to the U.S. 
Senate?

10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What was 
the name of President Bill Clinton’s 
family cat?

Answers
1. Zucchini
2. Art is long, life is short
3. “To Kill a Mockingbird”
4. Small South American deer
5. “Scarface,” Al Pacino
6. The Noo-noo
7. Dark red
8. Dolly the sheep
9. Hiram Rhodes Revels, 1870
10. Socks

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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1. FOOD & DRINK: What is 
another name for the vegetable 
known in some parts of the world 
as a courgette?
2. LANGUAGE: What does the 

Latin phrase “Ars longa, vita brevis” mean?
3. LITERATURE: Which 20th-century novel begins with 
the line, “When he was nearly thirteen, my brother Jem 
got his arm badly broken at the elbow”?
4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a pudu?
5. MOVIES: Which 1983 movie featured the character 
of Tony Montana?
6. TELEVISION: What was the name of the vacuum 
cleaner on the children’s series “Teletubbies”?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What color is carmine?
8. SCIENCE: What was the first mammal to be cloned 
successfully from an adult cell?
9. FIRSTS: Who was the first African American man 
elected to the U.S. Senate?
10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What was the name of President 
Bill Clinton’s family cat? answers on page 7

1. FOOD & DRINK: What is another 
name for the vegetable known in some 
parts of the world as a courgette?

2. LANGUAGE: What does the Latin 
phrase “Ars longa, vita brevis” mean?

3. LITERATURE: Which 20th-cen-
tury novel begins with the line, “When 
he was nearly thirteen, my brother Jem 
got his arm badly broken at the elbow”?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
pudu?

5. MOVIES: Which 1983 movie fea-
tured the character of Tony Montana?

6. TELEVISION: What was the 
name of the vacuum cleaner on the 
children’s series “Teletubbies”?

7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What color is carmine?

8. SCIENCE: What was the first 
mammal to be cloned successfully 
from an adult cell?

9. FIRSTS: Who was the first Afri-
can American man elected to the U.S. 
Senate?

10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What was 
the name of President Bill Clinton’s 
family cat?

Answers
1. Zucchini
2. Art is long, life is short
3. “To Kill a Mockingbird”
4. Small South American deer
5. “Scarface,” Al Pacino
6. The Noo-noo
7. Dark red
8. Dolly the sheep
9. Hiram Rhodes Revels, 1870
10. Socks

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIVIA TEST

PUZZLE ANSWERS

www.MilbankSD.com

You'll love to Shop Milbank! 
Visit one of our 180+ Chamber 

Member Businesses Today!

Thought for the Day: “Kindness in words 
creates confidence. Kindness in thinking creates 
profoundness. Kindness in giving creates love.” 

— Lao Tzu



8 Tidbits® of The Lake Area - www.LakeAreaTidbits.com - For Advertising Call Lynette 605-924-1514 December 1, 2020 

Brought to you by Stockman's Family Restaurant

DEAR DR. ROACH: We are very 
fond of our family doctor. I was in to 
see him the other day, and it came up 
in conversation that he was going to be getting married. 
We would like to acknowledge this event in his life with 
either a lovely card or a small gift. I know the old-school 
way of thinking is to never do things that are so personal 
when it comes to your physician. Do you think that still 
holds true today? -- N.W.

ANSWER: Physicians are human beings, and 
a thoughtful card is always appreciated. Gifts can 
sometimes be OK, but the American Medical Association 
has some guidelines for physicians on accepting gifts. I 
agree with them and you might find them helpful:

-- Be sensitive to the size of the gift: Inappropriately 
large gifts should not be accepted.

Can They Give Gift 
to Their Doctor?

A table has four legs and a flat top -- except when it is 
designed by a clever cabinetmaker. Freeman’s Auction in 
Philadelphia sold an unusual rosewood table with two partial 

shelves built below the 20-inch 
square tabletop. It is decorated 
with carved dragons on the 
brackets and a spider and fly in-
lay of mixed metal and mother-
of-pearl. The Anglo-Japanese 
inlaid rosewood table was made 
by A. and H. Lejambre of Phila-
delphia around 1880; the com-
pany produced work from 1865 
to 1907. Similar tables are in 
several museums. The table sold 
at auction for $13,000.

• • •
Q: My parents bought a home 

in Florida and purchased the 
contents, including an interesting table used as a lamp table. 
The top flips to one side, doubling its surface, and can be 
raised for storage. Open, it measures 17 inches high by 34 
inches square. A label reads “Williams-Kimp Furniture Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich.” Could you tell me more about this 
table and its value?

A: Game tables were popular during the 18th and 19th cen-
turies -- first in England, and then in the United States. Cabi-
netmakers designed clever tables suitable for writing letters 
and for pastimes like playing cards, chess or backgammon. 
The tables looked like regular tables when not in use. Some 
had a hinged top that folded, swiveled or slid open to reveal 
a playing surface. Others had a game board inlaid on top. 
The Williams-Kimp Furniture 
Co. started in Grand Rapids 
in 1923. It was purchased by 
Baker Furniture in 1951. The 
company made reproductions 
of American Federal furniture 
including dining sets, secre-
taries, desks, chairs and pieces 
like your game table. Your 
table is worth about $175 to 
$225.

• • •
Q: I have 11 Imperial Glass 

Clever Table
Whirling Star Marigold Iri-
descent punch cups and have 
no idea how to price them. 
Can you help?

A: Imperial’s Whirling Star 
pattern in Marigold was only 
made in punch sets. The com-
pete set, including the punch 
bowl, base and 12 cups, sells 
for about $300-$450. A set 
with the punch bowl and six 
cups was offered for sale for 
$95. Whirling Star punch cups 
in other colors sell for about 
$5 or $6. The set has been re-
produced.

• • •
CURRENT PRICES

Windsor chair, maple, pine, 
triple comb, continuous arm, 
ring-turned legs, 40 x 25 inch-
es, $1,080.

Farm table, dining, chip 
carved oak, overhang top, 
drawer, tapered block legs and 
square feet, c. 1810, 29 x 70 
inches, $4,000.

Tub chair, mahogany, 
carved, rounded back, scrolled 
arms, leafy uprights, flared 
legs, brass cuffs, casters, 36 x 
24 inches, $7,040.

• • •
“Kovels’ Antiques & Collectibles 

Price Guide” -- the all new 2021 edi-
tion -- is now available in bookstores 
and online, or visit www.Kovels.com 
for a special offer.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

• Do not let a gift influence patient care.
• Decline a gift that would present an emotional or 

financial hardship to the patient’s family.
• Consider suggesting a charitable contribution in 

lieu of a gift.
I would add that sometimes rejecting a gift can 

be hurtful, and if accepting a gift conforms to the 
guidelines, I generally accept it with thanks.

• • •
© 2020 North America Synd., Inc.  All Rights Reserved

This unusual table is an ex-
ample of Anglo-Japanese style. 
It has a look that was not fa-
vored by many cabinetmakers. 
The table with wooden tiers and 
carved dragons sold at auction 
for $13,000.


